It’s been said that nothing can shock (,_(

anymore. Still, there’s an element in
some of your plays that seems deter-
mined to shock us.

Yeah?

In Curse of the Starving Class,
for example, you have a character
pee on stage.

Well, I wouldn’t do that again if | had
to do it over again. I was looking for a
gesture, for something without words.
It’s funny how you look, you know?
You look at all parts of yourself for it.
Sometimes it comes out when some-
one pisses on stage. It’s a little flashy,
you know, and overblown, and

2V ol
maybe embarrassing, but that’s the YM . .
way it came out. It’s just a gesture. — Mor€ ircasuired than eyek,
Like the toasters in True West.
There’s an intention there that’s in-
trinsic to itself. It only makes sense to
itself. It doesn’t mean anything. You
can call it absurdist or whatever you
want to; | don’t care what you call it,
but it’s true to itself. It takes the im- HOTEL
pulse that was behind it to its ab- on ut“/
solute extreme, further than you
would expect. And that’s what I
wanted. Trying to figure it out is not 59 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036 « (212) 840-680C
the point. I think explanation
destroys it and makes it less than it is.

STEVE ROSS entertaining at Supper.
How do you write? ‘
Youmean the technical thing? [ write

by hand first, I write everything in
notebooks. Then, after I get

Luncheon « Tea « Dinner » After-theatre Buffet

N\

everything where 1 want it pretty Th The greatest story

much, [ start typing it. And as I'm Sh AL ever retold.
- s erlock Holmes )

typing it, 'm rewriting it. 'm copying | shriller Peter Brook’s .,

from the notebook and I'm rewriting e masterpiece. Harry Chapin’s

on the typewriter. N pr————

Do you consider yourself a poet?  THE The /7 /7 {@1 @“

That’s a very high thing to be, a poet. INCREDIBZLE J ;

Cesar Vallejo is a poet. I'm not a poet MURDER OF . C on fe r ence

yet; I'm working on it. I think a poet CARDINAL Of the )

is a musician. Poetry is music. So it .« TOSCA _—

doesn’t matter what form it’s in, r : ~ \ £ 7 B_"'dS

whether a line extends across the ' \V A

page or goes vertically. That has

nothing to do with it. It’s the musical

nature of the language and Playbook $3.00

everything that’s going on in it. Royalty $60.00 Playbook $3.00
Vallejo, Neruda, Hank Williams. He | § Code: 134 foa.tﬁ $20:00 Playbook $3.00
was one of the original country- Code: C55 Royalty on application,

western singers. Have you ever heard plus music rental fee.
any of his stuff? Great American poet. | Code: CO5

“I'm So Lonesome I Could Cry”? You
never heard this? Jimmy Rodgers?
You've got to look into this.

Do you see your work as evolving to
a certain point?

No, I don’t see it like that at all.
Maybe it’s just going in a circle. 1 | [} 4150 North Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, lllinois 60641 312/545-2062

don’t knp,w; I'really can’t tell you d . bI. h.
hebesi cbingon or Lt the oramatic publishing co
at stake now; there’s a bigger risk. [
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